
INTRODUCTION1 
 

ESDES teaches Spanish to foreign students starting from beginners’ level all the way 

up to advanced or superior. Therefore, the Academic Plan that is specified in this 

document includes the following levels A1, A2, B1, B2, and C1 that appear and are 

described in the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)2 

as well as in the Curricular Plan for the Instituto Cervantes (PCIC)3. 

 

Students who register for the ESDES program through ACA will receive credits that 

are recognized at their home universities (which are associated with ACA) in North 

America. Therefore, this document provides information on the levels offered in the 

CEFR in relation to their names and credits.  

 

We have also included a table that shows the equivalence of the CEFR levels with 

those of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)4. 

 

1. LEVEL DEFINITIONS 
Just as they appear in the global CEFR5 scale, the levels that ESDES offers can be 

defined as follows:   

 

Level A1 (Basic user) 

A student passes this level when:  
● They are able to understand and frequently use everyday expressions as well 

as simple phrases designed to satisfy immediate needs.   
● They can present themselves to others, request and give basic personal 

information regarding their address, their belongings, and the people that they know.  
● They can interact with others at a basic level if the other person speaks slowly 

and clearly and is prepared to cooperate.  

Level A2 (Basic user) 

A student passes this level when: 
● They are able to understand and frequently use phrases and expressions related 

to areas that are especially relevant to them (basic information about themselves and 

their family, shopping, places of interest, occupations, etc.)  
● They can communicate while completing simple, everyday tasks that do not 

require more than simple and direct exchanges of information regarding familiar or 

common issues.  
● They can describe aspects of their past, of their surroundings, and of issues 

related to their immediate needs in simple terms.   

Level B1 (Independent user) 

A student passes this level when: 

 
1 This is a summarized version of the full ESDES Academic Plan. Students who wish to consult the 

complete document may request to view it at the ESDES office once they are registered in our 

program.  
2 https://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/biblioteca_ele/marco/cvc_mer.pdf 
3 https://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/biblioteca_ele/plan_curricular/ 
4 https://www.languagetesting.com/actfl-proficiency-scale 
5 https://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/biblioteca_ele/marco/cvc_mer.pdf The descriptions from this 

section have been adapted from page 26.  

 

https://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/biblioteca_ele/marco/cvc_mer.pdf


● They are able to understand the main points of texts that are clearly written 

using standard language that deal with issues that they are familiar with, such as 

work, study, or leisure situations.  
● They know how to handle most of the situations that may arise while traveling 

to places where the language is used.  
● They can produce simple coherent texts on topics that are familiar to them or 

that they are personally interested in.  
● They can describe experiences, events, wishes and aspirations, as well as 

briefly give reasons and explanations for their opinions and plans.  

Level B2 (Independent user) 

A student passes this level when: 
● They are able to understand the main ideas of complex texts that deal with 

both concrete and abstract topics, even if they are of technical nature as long as they 

are within their field of specialization.  
● They can interact with native speakers naturally with a sufficient degree of 

fluency so that the communication is easy for both speakers.   
● They can produce clear and detailed texts on diverse topics as well as defend a 

point of view on general topics indicating the pros and cons of the different options.  

Level C1 (Competent user) 

A student passes this level when: 
● They are able to understand a wide variety of extensive texts with a certain 

level of demand, as well as recognize implicit meanings.  
● They can express themselves fluently and spontaneously with no obvious 

signs of effort when looking for the right expression.  
● They can make a flexible and effective use of the language for social, 

academic, and professional purposes.  
● They can produce clear, well-structured and detailed texts on topics with 

certain complexity, showing a correct use of organization, articulation, and cohesion 

mechanisms throughout the text. 

 

2. PRACTICAL METHOD INFORMATION 

 

The following are the approximate hours of teaching that ESDES provides for each 

level:  

- Level A1: 80-100  

- Level A2: 100-120 

- Level B1: 200  

- Level B2: 240  

- Level C1: 280  

 

The teaching itineraries that ESDES offers to students are:   

- Summer course: students may take classes at level A1, A2, or B1.  

- School year:  

Scenario 1. A student with level A1 will take level A2 classes during the first quarter. 

During the second quarter they will take level B1.1 classes and during the third 

quarter they will take level B1.2 classes, completing the objectives of level B1.   

 

Scenario 2. A student who has already passed level A2 will take level B1 classes 

during the first quarter. During the second quarter they will take level B2.1 classes 



and during the third quarter they will take level B2.2 classes, completing the 

objectives of level B2.  

 

Scenario 3. A student who has already passed level B1 will take level B2 classes 

during the first quarter. During the second quarter they will take level C1.1 classes 

and during the third quarter they will take level C1.2 classes, completed the objectives 

of level C1.  

 

Information for ACA6 students, below is a table with the credits offered in ESDES 

and how they correspond with the CEFR levels:   

 

Levels Summer course School year 

A1 SPAN 101, 102, 103 

(80-100 hours) 

***** 

A2 SPAN 211, 212, 213 

(100-120 hours) 

SPAN 241, 251, 261, 271, + 1 elective (100-

120 hours) 

 

B1 B1.1.SPAN 312, 351, 

361, 371  

(100-120 hours) 

 

B1.1. SPAN 341, 351, 361, 371 (100 hours) 

  

B1.2. SPAN 342, 352, 362, 372 (100 hours) 

 

B2 ****** B2.1. SPAN 343, 353,363, 373 + 1 elective 

(120 hours) 

B2.2  SPAN 451, 461, 471, 481 + 1 elective 

(120 hours) 

C1 ****** C1.1 SPAN 452, 462, 472, 482 + 2 electives 

(140 hours) 

C1.2 SPAN 453, 463, 473, 483 + 2 electives 

(140 hours) 

Regarding the elective classes7 that ESDES offers, the following table proposes the 

CEFR level equivalency.  

PEAC 121, 122, 123 A2-B1 

SPAN/HUMN 201 Folklore  A2 

SPAN 281 Current Events in Spain A2 

SPAN/MUPF/ART 285, 286, 287 Flamenco A2 

SPAN 293 Spanish Through Drama A2 

SPAN 312, 313 Spain and its Culture  B1-B2 

SPAN 315, 316, 317 History of Spain B1-B2 

SPAN 331, 332, 333 History of Spanish Literature B1-B2 

SPAN/ART 337, 338, 339 History of European Art B1-B2 

SPAN 375 Spanish for Health Professionals B2 

SPAN/SOCI 382, 383 Current Events in Spain B1-B2 

SPAN 421, 422, 423 Translation and Interpretation  B2-C1 

RELB 291, 292, 293 The Gospel and Contemporary Culture  A2- B1 

 
6 For a more detailed description of the credits that an ACA student can receive while studying at 

ESDES please consult the ACA catalog that is available at https://www.acastudyabroad.com/. 
7 The electives that are offered may vary based on the number of students interested in said classes.  



MUPF 126 Private classes  A2 

MUPF 136 Choir A2 

MUPF 146 Orchestra A2 

 

 

Students who are interested in knowing the equivalence of the CEFR levels offered in 

ESDES academic plan with the ACTFL levels may consult the following table:   

ACTFL MCER ESDES 

   

Advanced High C1 C1.1 SPAN 452, 462, 472, 482 + 2 electives 

(140 hours) 

C1.2 SPAN 453, 463, 473, 483 + 2 electives 

(140 hours) 

Advanced Mid B2.2 B2.2  SPAN 451, 461, 471, 481 + 1 elective 

(120 hours) 

Advanced Low B2.1 B2.1. SPAN 343, 353,363, 373 + 1 elective 

(120 hours) 

 

Intermediate High B1.2 B1.2. SPAN 342, 352, 362, 372 (100 hours) 

 

Intermediate Mid B1.1 B1.1. SPAN 341, 351, 361, 371 (100 hours) 

Intermediate Low A2 SPAN 211, 212, 213 (100-120 hours) 

SPAN 241, 251, 261, 271, + 1 elective 

(100-120 hours) 

 

 

 

Novice High A1 SPAN 101, 102, 103 (80-100 hours) 

 

 


